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Publicizing New Account Book 


North Dakota recently published a new home account book. Irene Crouch, home 
i management specialist, writes me that she used the nine following ways to publicize 


ts 


ie bo 


nh 


The business manager sent out a letter to all the county agents 
notifying them as to how the sale of the book would be handled. 


The supervisor of agricultural education notified his teachers of 
veterans' classes. One of the teachers has told me that 60 of his 


veterans are using the book. 


A financial planning meeting was arranged here at Fargo for a 
special group of women. I used outlook information here as well as 


the account book. We had a turn-out of 20 women on a blizzardy day. 


Seventeen took an account book. The home agent in this county later 
had a financial planning meeting in the southwestern corner of this 
county. 


I prepared two radio talks. One was given as an interview with Bob 
Rathbone, the assistant extension editor. It was given over KFYR, 
Bismarck, and transcribed for KVNJ, Fargo, and later sent to.11 home 
and county agents who have access to radio transmitting. 


A copy of the account book was given Christine Finlayson, State 
supervisor of home economics education, to show her homemaking ‘teachers. 


A copy was given to the home management decla oleh who has charge of the 
home management house for use in her classes. 


A letter was prepared HS the account book oo each homemakers’ 
club secretary to read at a club meeting. 


Miss DeLong and rep Freeman are taking the book with them to show 
at Gounty Homemakers' Council meetings. 


I have been promised an opportunity to talk to the agricultural 
teachers when they are meeting in Fargo." 


German Women Iaterested in Home Management 


Eunice Heywood, field agent, Central States, writes from Germany regarding the 
visitors from Germany and the great interest in work simplification -- home manage- 


ment: 


"If present plans are carried out, there will be a great many German 
women, as well as men, sent to the United States next year to study all 
phases of home economics education. I hope we can locate some good home 
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demonstration workers who speak German and who will be willing to spend 
some time over here working with the State and county workers. The big 
job as I see it will be to get local participation in program planning... 
These people are so usedcto being told what to do that it will be. 
particularly difficult to convince them that they should have some voice 
in their program -- especiaily since the officials prefer the simpler 
method of deciding for the farm people. However, the few farm women 
leaders I have talked with are eager for help and quite vocal as to their 
needs. 


"The lot of the Bavarian farm woman is a hard one. Their homes are fer 
more attractive on the outside than inside where working conditions are _ 
most primitive. I am certain that if we could just get some work heights 
adjusted to the workers, that alone would lighten the burden greatly. I 
have been asked to talk to a large group next month on methods of 
lightening housework. I want to get into more homes before then, for I 
suspect I have seen the best so far." 


How A Foreign Visitor Used USA Ideas 


Dr. Louise Stanley, research coordinator, ARA, very kindly gave me a copy of a 
letter from Marlisa Fritschi, Switzerland, so that I might share it with you: 


"It has been one year since I came home from the United States. Much has 
happened since then. During the four quarters at Chio State University I 
had been enrolled as a home management student; my very special interests 
were in household equipment and extension. 


"The first job here was the one I had left in 1946. This gave me the chance 
to put right into practice what I had learned in the U.S. -I started by 
publishing a series of articles on planning and remodeling of farm kitchens, 
which afterwards were collected and edited in the form of a booklet. Half 
of its illustrations would seem very familiar to you from some of your 
Extension Service bulletins. (Miss .Fritschi used Posture in Housework 
charts, Ohio, Iowa, Illinois, and HNHE, and New York kitchen materials.) 


"Before going to the United States, I had done some counseling in kitchen © 
remodeling; it was always for individual cases. On my return I was asked 
for this again; but I also worked out a floor plan and equipment scheme 
for teaching remodeling in groups. I tried it out in several agricultural 
household schools. As many of the girls were going to get married at the 
end of the course, they were quite enthusiastic about this useful play. 


"A large project was the planning and organizing of an exhibit for farm - 
women at a national fair. It showed a laundry and utility room, a wardrobe 
and washroom, and a kitchen with a U-shaped work area and an extra dining 
area. There was a special room with posters on kitchen planning, promoting 
especially the idea of work centers and continuous arrangement of equip- 
ment. Now and then I had the privilege to inform visitors about Swiss 
schools and organizations in home economics and agriculture. People from 
14 different countries have passed through our office. 


"The position I held was a very interesting one. I was very independent 
but had also to be versatile, being secretary, teacher, journalist, and 
photographer in one person. This was necessary, because I was not a 
member of such a well-established. organization as the U.S. Extension 
Service, but lived on some special credits from Federal and co-operative 
funds. 
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"I have another job now. In September 1948, a numberof women's 
organizations founded the Swiss Institute for Home Economics. It | 
comprises a ‘board of trustees, a committee of technical advisers, and 
-me as the only full-time employed person as far as now. At the moment . 
we are revising the Swiss methods of laundering. One of the next steps 
on our: program is an investigation of the many washing machines which 
are on the market. . + . . 


"We are @ very young and small organization yet. But we endeavor, and hope 
to develop for the homemakers' benefit. Good wishes and thoughts from 
your part will contribute to our growth." ? 


Alabama Storage Illustrative Material 


Mena Hogan, field agent, Southern States, reports in a letter to Southern State 
demonstration leaders regarding matters of interest to you: 


"One of the high spots of a-week in Alabama was the visit to Tallanoosa 
County, where Miss Stell& Mitchell, the home management specialist, held 

a training school on built-in storage for county carpenters. Miss Mitchell 
has accumulated the best set of illustrative material on storage I have senn. 


"It is in model form, but quite sizable. Approximately forty people were 
present at the meeting, but it was the carpenters who were the most interested . 
and asked the most questions. Miss Myrtie Wilson, home demonstration agent, 
who was assisted in conducting this meeting by the assistant county agent, 
was quite pleased at the result. She thinks it.will be the beginning of 
much improved cabinet and other storage work in the county. 


"Everywhere, State home demonstration agents and district home demonstration 
agents spoke of the importance of staying with fundamental programs based 

on the needs of rural people. But they did not discount the strength of 

the desire which has prompted rural women to ask for many demonstrations 
that will bring beauty ax well as utility into their homes. . Where beauty 
stops and clutter begins is another matter and constitutes the real problem. 


"Aluminum trays, copper trays, some textile painting, and feather comforters 
undoubtedly have been the spice that has brought a great deal of interest 
and enthusiasm for the home demonstration program. Keeping such things as 
spice and not allowing them to become the whole menu will be our continual 
challenge." ; bas) 


Housing Bill Senate 1070; and House of Representatives. 4009 


A housing bill (authorizing, not appropriating) is again before Congress, and you 
may wish to write your Senator for a copy of Senate Bill 1070. Comments on 
education and service phases of the bill made by Director Wilson in a recent 
letter to State directors follows: 


"In addition to the financial assistance authorized in sections 401 to 
404 inclusive, the Secretary of Agriculture is authorized to furnish, — 
through such agencies as he may determine, to any person, including a 


person eligible for financial assistance under this title, without charge. 


or at such charges as the Secretary may determine, technical services 


such as building plans, specifications, construction supervision and 


ails. all 


inspection and advice and information regarding farm dwellings and other 
buildings. The Secretary is further authorized to conduct research and 


technical studies including the development, demonstration, and promotion 
of construction of adequate farm dwellings and other buildings for the 
purposes of stimulating construction, improving the architectural design 
and utility of such dwellings and building, utilizing new and native 
materials, economies in materials and construction methods, new methods 
of production, distribution, assembly, and construction, with a view to 
reducing the cost of farm dwellings and buildings and adapting and 
developing fixtures and sa Uiaaleay ane for more efficient and economical 
farm use. 


‘Testimony | of R. C. Smith, Assistant Chief, Bureau of Agricultural Economics, on 
the bill (H.R. 4009) before the House Banking and Currency Committee was sent to 
your State director on April 29, by Director Wilson. It is worth reading. 


1949 Winter and Spring Activities in Washington 


The Federal staff started 1949 with a Quarterly Conference devoted to discussion 
of 1949 programs and program planning procedures, opportunities for extension work 
in urban areas, and extension work in United States Territories and Island 
possessions. In February, we continued staff conferences, having a half day with 
the HNHE, Family Economics Division. Director Wilson's report on this meeting in 
his letter to State directors follows: 


"Home eens Rapontien on the Pop ea Enee Side: 


"On Tuesday afternoon our staff met with research workers in the Family 
Economics Division, Bureau of Human Nutrition and Home Economics, under 
the chairmanship of Dr. Gertrude S. Weiss, head of the division. fhe 
program was as follows: 


The Family Economics Division and What It Does -- Dr. Gertrude S. Weiss, 
Head. 

A Food Consumption Study -- Faith Clark, Economist. 

A Study With Nutritional Analysis -- Betty B. Peterkin, Food Economist. 

Food Budgets for Different Groups -- Rosalind C. Lifquist, Food 

Economist. 

Family Expenditures Studies -- Dr. Weiss. 

A Clothing Consumption Study -- Dr. Margaret Brew, Assistant Head. 

Rural Family Living, a publication for the Extension Service -- Grace E. 

Kern, Economist, 


"The group also saw the HNHE motion picture 'A Step-Saving U Kitchen.' 
Several of the studies reported on, including the consumption economics 
study made in Minneapolis and Birmingham, will soon be ready for release. 
Interesting also were the charts on the school lunch study made in 
Cumberland, Md., which indicated definitely that in families of equal 
cultural and economic background, children who did not get the lunches 
were lacking in foods contributing calcium, vitamin A, and ascorbic acid.” 
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Federal Extension Institutes: 


At our January Quarterly Conference, Director Wilson made it possible for the 
Federal staff to get acquainted with leaders of farmers' organizations and 
Government groups with.whom our staff work. Excellent talks outlining policies 


a of these groups were given by? a ae 


ie Albert oe misiees Master of the National AT 

e. James G. Patton, President of the Farmers' Union. 

3% —Rogert Fleming and Don Parel, representing Allan B. Kline, Fresident 
iat of the American Farm Bureau Federation. 

4. John H. Davis, Secretary of the National Council of Farmer cooperativess 
> (Bet ph S. Trigg, PMA, and President of the Commodity Credit Corporation. 


ig At eur Apr Thatatate which has just been completed we eesti rh such conferences. 
Highlights. included: | 


1. Secretary Brannan's Farm Program. 

2. Administrator Lasseter, of Fermers' Home Administration. 

3. . Hoover Commission Recommendations. 

4. Social Security for Farm People. 

>. President Truman's Technical Aid Program for Underdeveloped Countries. 


City Planning Emphasizes Human Relationships: 


In February I attended a conference on "Neighborhoods for Family Living" sponsored. 
by the Woman's Foundation, Inc., N.Y., at the request of the Citizens Council on 
City Planning of Philadelphia. Its primary purpose was to bring together city 
planners and social scientists to exchange ideas on methods of conducting housing 
research work when maximum participation of citizens was an objective. 


Dr. Lewrence K. Frank, clarified through diagrams, the inter-relationship between 


_ the house as the place where family living takes place, the neighborhood as the 


action-action-interaction area, and how certain segments of family living flow 
freely between the neighborhood, the State, the Nation, and the World. 


One session took place at the Friends' Neighborhood Guild in Philadelphia, in the 
midst of the actual demonstration or case study that the city planners were 
working on. Edmund Bacon, architect, chairman of one session, brought out clearly 
thet city planners had come to the conclusion that what happened to people, 
especially their participation in community development, was more important 

than the actual housing built by city planners. The research methods and 

concepts as developed by the group could be used in rural neighborhood planning» 

as well as in city planning. 


Mrs. Dora Lewis, Head of Hunter College Home Economics Department, and I were the 
two home economists invited to particpate in the conference. 


Washington Housing Workshops 


Excerpts from Helen Noyes' letter: "Two-day workshops for farm families who sign 
up for help in doing house planning are being held. Art Cagle, farm management 
specialist, Mr. Wichers, and I are the three staff members who conduct these 
workshops withthe help of the county staff members. We like to sign up 10 or 

12 farm families who will come for 2 days to work on house plans. These meetings 
are very similar to the ones we have held with the county agents during the past 
2 years, except that we stress work with the family itself and give them a chance 
to work out their own plan arrangement. 
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"We find that these workshops have been quite successful. We have held three 
such meetings in the last 2 months. One of them was on the Roza Irrigation 

Project, and we had 14 veteran families who are taking up the land in this area. + 
Most of them are starting with new farmsteads, and we felt that we had a very ee ne 
fire opportunity to work with them. | ES 


"We found in all three of these workshops that have been held that farm families 
were a bit skeptical about the meetings. They would say they didn't know whether 
they could stay all day and when they left in the afternoon, they were not sure 
that they could come back the following day. It has been very gratifying to know 
that all of those that came the first day stayed through the afternoon and every- 
one of them came back the next day. We felt that they must have received help 
that they needed or they would not have done so." 


Prepared by Mary Rokahr, In Charge, Home Economics Section, Extension Service, 
U.S. Dept. of Agr., Weshington 25, D.C. 
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10 STATE HOME DEMONSTRATION LEADERS 


| Subject Survey of Extension Work With Young Adults 


WE NEED YOUR. HELP | 


The program committee of the Home Economics Extension Section of 
the Association of Land-Grant Colleges and Universities has made 
plans for a discussion at one session of Home Demonstration Work _ 
and Young Adults. Now we are asking you for information regard—_ 
ing the work with young adults going on in your State. This gat 
information, when summarized for Extension as a whole, will serve 
as background for the session to be devoted to thig topic. M 
Your answers are important to the total picture, 


Will ou oleate check the attached questionnaire and fill in 
answers to each of the open questions? 


In order for us to summarize the questionnaires and look into beh 
reports for counties which you name as those having good programs — ee 
for young adults, it will be necessary to have your filled een te Set ae 
tionnaire by October 1, 1949, meet 


Please return the questionnaire to me, 


Very sincerely yours, 


ie, 
Mrz A Chega | 
Mary Lo ea Home Economist ‘ae 
Educational Research Section | 
Division of Field Studies and geet 
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10 STATE HOME DEMONSTRATION LEADERS 
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Subject: Survey of Extension Work With Young Adults 
WE NEED YOUR HELP | 


The program committee of the Home Economics Extension Sectio 

the Association of Land-Grant Colleges and Universities has na 
‘Plans for a discussion at one session of Home Demonstration Work 
and Young Adults. Now we are asking you for information rega 
ing the work with young adults going on in your State, _ oo 
information, when summarized for Extension as a whole, will se 


as background for the session to be devoted to this topic. 
Your answers are important to the total picture, 3 fe 


Will you please check the attached questionnaire and fH dn oe 
answers to each of the open questions? Graney 
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In order for us to summarize the questionnaires and look into ° 
reports for counties which you name as those having good programs 
for young adults, it will be necessary to have your filled ques- ae 
tionnaire by October Ly 1949, os ) ate Rae 


Please return the questionnaire to me, 


‘Very sincerely yours, 


i 
Mary oy airs 
Mary L,. Collings, Home Economist — 
Educational Research Section 
Division of Field Studies ana Prai 
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United States Department of Agriculture ; 
Extension Service ‘ 
Washington 25, D.C. 


September 22, 1949 
For your inforpation 


TO HOME MANAGEMENT SPECIALISTS: 
Subjects Economic Situation in Your Stato 


One half-day session of the Rural Family Living Outlook Conference is 
planned to answer your specific requests for help in interpreting 
economic information for regional and State use. Your need was worded 
as follows by one of the State specialists: "More help in translating 
factual information preparcd on a Fedoral basis to State poople - or 

at least regional use," The ficld agents in home demonstration work, 
Florenec Hall, Hunice Heywood, Mena Hogan, and Madge Reese, and Dr. 
Lucile Reynolds, of the BHNHE, arc assisting in the development of this 
half-day scssion,. 


In preparationfor this session it would be helpful if you would bring 
with you some information about your Stabo. The list below is offerod 
as a suggestion, You may have other materials or observations on 
developnents in your State that will be of interest. 


Changes in the economic situation in your Ststo that 
may affect families, such as farm income, employment, 
and wége rates, 


Supplies and prices of items that enter into fanily 
living (such as food, clothing, furniture, household 
equipment, building materials.) 


Changes in family spending as shown by reports fron 
accounts or family living studies, 


Important community developments sffecting rural fanily 
living, such as clectrification of ferms, expansion of 
hospital facilities, changes in the school situstion and 
in public assistance progrens,. 


You may not be able to ect all this information. The cconomists and 
others on the resident staff at the college will have some of it. 

Other sources are the Stato wolfare board, State department of education, 
and houschold account summarics. 


The regional conferences will probsbly be held Thursday morning, By 
having materials from the States to add to that presented by the BHNHE 
staff, we hope to make this scssion more useful to you in your work, 
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Mary Rokalel : 
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